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Abstract  

Public trust in anti-corruption institutions in Indonesia remains fragile, as reflected in the 
declining score of Indonesia's Corruption Perception Index (CPI) in 2025. The corruption case of 
former President Director of PT ASDP Indonesia Ferry, Ira Puspadewi, attracted public attention 
because she was found guilty on November 20, 2025, but rehabilitation received from the 
President, thus sparkng a sharp public debate. This study examines how six Indonesian online 
media outlets framed the case using Entman's theory and Roland Barthes' semiotic theory. Using 
a qualitative approach based on critical discourse analysis, this study purposively selected news 
and photo samples from the period of November 20-28, 2025. The research findings identified four 
conflicting frames: the legal-institutional frame, the victimization frame, the political intervention 
frame, and the constitutional frame. Semiotic analysis of the acquittal photo shows a shift in 
meaning from the denotative sign of a defendant wearing a KPK prisoner's vest to the connotative 
myth of moral redemption. This study concludes that online media do not merely report legal facts 
neutrally, but have become an arena for the struggle for the meaning of justice among elite actors. 
Keywords:  Media Framing, Roland Barthes’s Semiotics, Corruption in State-Owned 
Enterprises, Online Media, Critical Discourse 
  

Introduction 

Public trust in law enforcement related to corruption in Indonesia has come 

under significant pressure. According to a report by Transparency International 

Indonesia, Indonesia's Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) score for 2025 was 

recorded at 34, with the country's ranking falling from 99th to 109th among the 

180 countries surveyed (Transparancy International Indonesia, 2026). According 

to the Secretary General of Transparency International Indonesia, this decline is 

closely linked to the shrinking civic space and the weakening independence of the 

judicial system, which has led to restrictions on social oversight by the media and 

the public over those in power (Transparancy International Indonesia, 2026). In a 

situation where public trust is in crisis like this, online media play an important 

role not only as conveyors of legal information but also as a platform for 

constructing meanings about who may be considered guilty, who becomes a 

victim, or who is respected as a hero (Sobur, 2013). 

One incident that clearly illustrates this struggle over meaning is the 

corruption case involving the former President Director of PT ASDP Indonesia 

Ferry (River, Lake, and Ferry Transportation), Ira Puspadewi. On November 20, 

2025, the panel of judges at the Central Jakarta Corruption Court sentenced her to 
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4 years and 6 months in prison in connection with the business cooperation and 

acquisition of PT Jembatan Nusantara during the 2019–2022 period, involving 

state losses amounting to Rp1.25 trillion (Kompas.com, 2025). What makes this case 

unique from a discursive perspective is not only the magnitude of the state's financial 

loss but also the series of events that followed: a dissenting opinion within the panel of 

judges, with the presiding judge arguing that the case should have fallen under the realm 

of business (the business judgment rule), and, just five days after the verdict was handed 

down, President Prabowo Subianto issued a rehabilitation decree restoring the good 

names of Ira and the two other defendants (Liputan6.com, 2025). 

The rehabilitation immediately sparked controversy. Indonesia Corruption Watch 

(ICW) views the president's move as a form of executive intervention in the judicial 

process that has not yet become legally binding, even calling it a shift from "legal warfare" 

to "narrative warfare" in the public sphere (Tirto.id, 2025). On the other hand, the Palace, 

thru the Deputy Coordinating Minister for Legal Affairs, emphasized that the action was 

purely an exercise of the president's constitutional prerogative as stipulated in Article 14 

of the 1945 Constitution. Amidst the controversy, several public figures have voiced their 

defense of Ira by questioning the method used by the KPK to calculate state losses. It is 

this narrative complexity that makes the Ira Puspadewi case a rich subject for analysis, 

both in terms of news framing and the accompanying semiotic signs, including the 

widely published photos of her release from the KPK detention center. 

This phenomenon shows that current political developments are highly 

dependent on how mass media or online media shape public perception (Aidah et al., 

2026). Political dynamics do not occur solely within government institutions but also 

within the mass media, which summarizes events or issues that influence how the public 

interprets those events. The media selects, in its own way, the issues to be published, 

highlights conflicts, interprets certain symbols, and simplifies reality to make it easier for 

the public to understand and accept (Eriyanto, 2002). Each media will report the same 

issue but will produce a different construction of reality due to the way the media 

presents it(Sri Nurhayati, 2023).  Therefore, reports on legal cases often do not fully reflect 

the objective truth but are frequently influenced by the way the media selects and 

presents information. 

In the previous journal written by Andriani and Saputra(Andriani & Saputra, 

2026) with the title Framing Keadilan dan Kuasa dalam Wacana Hukuman Mati ABK: 

Analisis Semiotika Sosial discusses how the construction of meaning in the news of the 

death penalty demands for ABK in the media using Entman's framing and Theo van 

Leeuwen's Semiotics by analyzing the media Tempo, CNN Indonesia and Detik.com. 

With the results of the study that there are differences in the framing of each media and 

in semiotic theory Tempo uses personalization, CNN Indonesia uses functionalization 

and Detik.com uses institutionalization. 

Meanwhile, the journal written by Muhammad and Wahid(Muhammad & Wahid, 

n.d.) with the title Konstruksi Pembingkaian Visual Edhy Prabowo dalam Kasus Korupsi 
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Benur pada Ilustrasi Sampul Majalah dan Koran Tempo uses the Gamson-

Modigliani framing theory to analyze the visual illustrations displayed on the 

cover of Tempo magazine regarding the image of Edhy Prabowo who committed 

corruption in the lobster seed (Benur) export issue. The results of this study are 

the visual framing of the four Tempo magazine covers related to Edhy Prabowo 

looks like a visual story that depicts one act to another, where in the first act Edhy 

is a powerful actor in the export of lobster seeds, but in the second act Edhy takes 

part in this export game of lobster seeds. Meanwhile, in the third act, Tempo 

highlights the beginning of Edhy's cunning plan, and in the final act Tempo 

reveals secrets regarding the figures who took part in this case. 

Perdana and Zamzamy's(Yuka Perdana & Zamzamy, 2025) journal entitled 

Framing Media dalam Kasus Korupsi oleh PT Pertamina Patra Niaga: Analisis 

Komparatif Tempo.co dan Antaranews uses Entman's framing theory and 

qualitative research. This study used purposive sampling of six news articles in 

Tempo.co and Antaranews. The results of this study are that Tempo frames this 

news critically while Antaranews frames this news procedurally and neutrally so 

that these two media form different constructions of reality. Lastly, a previous 

journal written by Kusuma et al. entitled Analisis Sampul Majalah Tempo kasus 

Korupsi Djoko Tjandra dengan Semiotika Roland Barthes is a qualitative study 

using Barthes' semiotic theory by analyzing the covers of Tempo magazine on July 

29-30, 2021(Engga et al., 2021) . The results of the study show that the meaning of 

the two covers has different denotations, connotations, and myths. On the first 

cover, the denotation meaning is Djoko Tjandra's cooperation with the judge, with 

a negative meaning, and the mythical meaning is the injustice of the judge who is 

considered to be playing with state law. Meanwhile, the denotative meaning in 

the second magazine is that all existing judges gave a lighter sentence to Djoko 

Tjandra, the connotative meaning is that the judges work unprofessionally, and 

the mythical meaning is that the judge's performance is questionable because 

judges should be fair in every case and fair in imposing sentences. 

Based on the previous research above, there are differences in the research. 

In previous research on corruption case news in Indonesia have generally applied 

one of two methods separately: framing analysis to examine issue emphasis and 

problem definition (following the Entman or Pan and Kosicki models), or semiotic 

analysis to analyze the symbolic meanings found in headlines, images, and 

cartoons. The combination of these two methods within the same case, particularly 

in cases that result in contradictory outcomes such as a guilty verdict followed by 

rehabilitation, remains relatively rare. This gap needs to be addressed because 

framing and semiotics actually operate at two different yet interconnected levels: 

framing explains how the media emphasizes certain elements of an issue through 

four functions (defining the problem, diagnosing causes, making moral 

judgments, and suggesting remedies), while semiotics analyzes how words, 
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images, and gestures create meaning through the levels of denotation, connotation, and 

myth. 

Based on the explanation above, the research question is how do the media 

Kompas.com, CNN Indonesia, Tempo.co, Tirto.id, Suara.com, and Liputan6.com 

construct the framing of the Ira Puspadewi corruption case at PT ASDP through Robert 

Entman's framing and visual representation based on Roland Barthes semiotics?. This 

research will analyze how six national news platforms presented the events surrounding 

the verdict and subsequent rehabilitation, as well as examine how the visual and 

linguistic elements in the headlines, content, and news images create conflicting 

meanings. The purpose of this research is to explore the framing and semiotics in online 

media coverage of the Ira Puspadewi corruption case at PT ASDP.  

The research's novelty is divided into two,  theoretical novelty and methodological 

novelty. The theoretical novelty in this study is that this study combines two theoretical 

frameworks—Entman's framing theory and Barthes's semiotics—to understand the 

relationship between frames formed from a constructed text and the way visuals or 

images are created in reporting corruption cases. In addition, the combination of these 

two theories to examine modern legal-political events marked by significant discursive 

tensions, thus providing a deeper understanding of how online media contributes to 

shaping public perceptions of justice in this case. Meanwhile, the methodological novelty 

is that this study develops an analysis that combines several aspects such as news 

headlines, source selection, framing structures and journalistic photos in six online media 

within the same discourse period, thus allowing for systematic comparisons between 

media. 

            

Research Methods 

This study employs a qualitative approach using a critical discourse analysis 

method that integrates framing analysis based on Entman's model and semiotic analysis 

based on Barthes' model. This combination was chosen because understanding how the 

Ira Puspadewi corruption case is presented requires two levels of analysis 

simultaneously: the narrative-textual level (framing) and the visual-linguistic sign level 

(semiotics), particularly in relation to news headlines, source quotations, and journalistic 

photographs accompanying the reports. Therefore, this study not only analyzes how the 

media frames an issue but also analyzes how meaning is constructed through the 

relationship between text and visual images in the reporting of the Ira Puspadewi PT 

ASDP corruption case.  

The units of analysis in this study were news articles published by six national 

media outlets—Kompas.com, CNN Indonesia, Tempo.co, Tirto.id, Suara.com, and 

Liputan6.com—and their supporting media outlets—Hukumonline.com and 

Jawapost.com. In each news item from these media outlets, the units of analysis were the 

title, the opening paragraph, the article's content, the sources cited, the word choice used, 

the visual images, and the captions next to the news photos. 
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The analysis was conducted on each article using five main aspects: the title, 

the beginning of the news story, the sources cited in the article, the visual elements 

within the article, and Entaman's four framing functions: defining the problem, 

diagnosing the cause, moral judgment, and providing a solution. These five 

aspects were carefully compared across media to identify similarities and 

differences in how messages are conveyed. 

Corpus of the study 

The research corpus was obtained from online news articles related to the 

corruption case involving Ira Puspadewi at PT ASDP Indonesia Ferry published 

by six national media outlets—Kompas.com, CNN Indonesia, Tempo.co, Tirto.id, 

Suara.com, and Liputan6.com—which were purposively selected based on the 

criteria of perspective representation (mainstream media with a legal focus, media 

providing in-depth/investigative coverage, and media that actively feature 

viewpoints from monitoring institutions such as ICW).  

The data collection period was limited by collecting 12 news items from six 

online media from November 20–28, 2025, starting on the day the verdict was 

announced and ending on the day Ira Puspadewi was released from the KPK 

Detention Center, to ensure that the analysis remained focused on the period of 

the most intense discursive contestation.  

Table 1. Research News Sample 

Media / Date 

 

Headline News Focus 

 

Justification of Selection 

(Frame/Sign) 

 

Kompas.com, Nov. 

20, 2025 

Eks Dirut ASDP Ira 

Puspadewi divonis 4,5 

tahun penjara. 

The verdict sentenced 

them to 4.5 years in 

prison and found state 

losses of Rp1.25 trillion. 

Legal-Institutional 

Framework: emphasizes the 

proof of guilt in the Anti-

Corruption Court. 

CNN Indonesia, 

Nov. 20, 2025 

Hakim: Eks Dirut ASDP 

Ira Puspadewi tak 

menerima keuntungan 

finansial. 

The judge's 

consideration that the 

defendant did not 

receive any personal 

benefit, as well as the 

dissenting opinion. 

Legal-institutional 

framework with gaps in 

reasoning: revealing 

internal conflicts within the 

panel of judges. 

Tempo.co, Nov. 21 

&28, 2025 

Eks Dirut ASDP terbukti 

memperkaya orang lain 

tetapi tidak memperkaya 

diri sendiri 

The KPK prosecutor's 

demands and the details 

of the acquisition process 

of PT Jembatan 

Nusantara. 

Legal and Institutional 

Framework: emphasis on 

the extent of the state’s 

losses as a legal fact. 
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KPK Jabarkan Kesalahan 

Ira Puspadewi dalam 

Kasus Korupsi ASDP 

Suara.com, Nov. 

27, 2025 

Duduk perkara ASDP 

mengakhiri rehabilitasi 

Prabowo, kenapa KPK 

bersikukuh Ira 

Puspadewi korupsi? 

Ira's defense in her plea 

and the support of public 

figures (Rhenald Kasali, 

Ferry Irwandi). 

Defense/Victimization 

Frame: emphasizes the 

narrative that business 

decisions are being 

criminalized. 

Tirto.id & Jawa 

Pos, Nov. 26–27, 

2025 

Prabowo beri rehabilitasi 

eks Dirut ASDP Ira 

Puspadewi, ICW minta 

menghentikan intervensi 

hukum. 

Rehabilitasi eks petinggi 

ASDP: Kronologi, 

kontroversi, & kritik. 

ICW’s criticism of 

rehabilitation as an 

executive intervention. 

Framework for Political 

Intervention: the conflict 

between the judicial and 

executive branches. 

Liputan6.com & 

Hukumonline.com, 

Nov. 25–28, 2025 

Ira Puspadewi bebas usai 

rehabilitasi, Otto 

Hasibuan: Presiden tak 

mau orang tak dihukum. 

Resmi Bebas, Ira 

Puspadewi Soroti Hukum 

di Indonesia Harus Beri 

Perlindungan kepada 

Anak Bangsa 

Kala mantan Dirut ASDP 

Ira Puspadewi bebas dari 

Rutan KPK. 

Photos and a narrative of 

Ira’s release from the 

KPK Detention Center. 

Visual Semiotics: Analysis 

of Gestures, Clothing, and 

Facial Expressions in News 

Photographs. 

 

The news articles analyzed in this study included: news articles discussing the Ira 

Puspadewi corruption case at PT ASDP Indonesia Ferry; news published between 

November 20-28, 2025, specifically during the court ruling and Ira Puspadewi's release 

from the KPK Detention Center; news articles containing text and images for semiotic 

analysis; and news articles discussing developments in Ira Puspadewi's corruption case. 

The exclusion criteria for selecting articles for analysis included: news articles 

published before or after the observation period; articles not specifically discussing Ira 

Puspadewi's corruption case; articles solely discussing Ira Puspadewi's personal life; 

opinion articles in online media; news articles featuring only videos without text; and 

articles with similar content from other online media. 

Table 2. Research Matrix 



Journal of Citizenship  Volume 5, Issue 3, September 2026 

E-ISSN 2829-6028 

892 

Analytical 

Category 

Indicator Observed Data Coding 

Define Problem How the media defines Headline, lead, first 

paragraph 

Corruption 

Diagnose Causes  The actor or person at fault News content Ira Puspadewi, KPK 

Make Moral 

Judgment 

Moral judgment of the actor Source opinion “Proven guilty”, “Did 

not receive any 

benefits” 

Treatment 

Recommendation 

The solution offered Source statement Punishment, 

Rehabilitation 

Denotasi The meaning of the photo Expression, gestures, 

clothing 

Orange prisoner's vest, 

leaving detention, 

smiling, slightly bowed 

Konotasi Symbolic meaning Gestures, soft clothing 

colors, and slightly 

bowed body position 

Humility, relief, self-

defense 

Mitos Ideology or narrative Text and visual 

relationship 

The myth of 

redemption and 

restoration of dignity 

 

Data analysis in this study was carried out in stages through several 

interrelated stages. The first step involves detailed observation of all articles and 

news images in the sample, noting the titles, leads, source statements, and existing 

visual elements. The second step involves grouping the texts and images into four 

main frameworks identified during the initial observation: the legal-institutional 

framework, the defense/victimization framework, the political intervention 

framework, and the constitutional framework. In the third step, each framework 

is analyzed using Entman's four functions to identify how the problem is defined, 

the causes are diagnosed, the moral evaluation is conducted, and the solutions are 

recommended within it(Entman, 1993). The fourth step involves analyzing key 

images—especially the image of Ira's release from the KPK detention center—

using Barthes' two-stage model to reveal the denotative, connotative, and mythic 

meanings that emerge (Barthes, 1991). In this stage, the research can compare the 

construction of meaning created thru text and the meaning arising from visual 

symbols, thereby achieving a comprehensive understanding of how the media 

organizes and shapes the corruption case of Ira Puspadewi. To maintain the 

validity of the findings, this research implements source triangulation by 

comparing framing patterns and semiotic signs across media, and also revisiting 

them reflectively to reduce the subjective bias of the researcher.  

 

Result and Discussion 

The analysis conducted on the news examples indicates that digital media 

reports on the Ira Puspadewi case do not flow in a single direction, but are 
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fragmented into various different and conflicting frames that interact with each other 

over time. These findings are explained as follows. 

1. Legal-Institutional Frame: "Proven Guilty" and the Figure of Rp1.25 Trillion 

On November 20, 2025, many major news outlets such as Kompas.com, CNN 

Indonesia, and Tempo.co highlighted the trial facts as the focal point in their reports. In 

the context of defining the problem according to Entman, these media outlets classify the 

incident as a legally proven corruption case, evident from the repeated mention of the 

state loss amounting to Rp1.25 trillion in almost all headlines and news openings. In the 

function of diagnosing the cause, the problematic factors are placed on the procurement 

of old and unfit ships owned by PT Jembatan Nusantara and approved by the defendants 

without adhering to the principle of prudence. In the function of making a moral 

judgment, the media quoted the judge's consideration stating that the actions of the 

defendants were a form of serious negligence that did not support the government's 

efforts in combating corruption, collusion, and nepotism. However, interestingly, some 

media—especially CNN Indonesia—also highlighted a differing opinion from the 

presiding judge who argued that this case should be resolved thru civil channels, a detail 

that indirectly provides an opportunity for alternative perspectives to emerge in 

subsequent reports (CNNIndonesia.com, 2025). 

2. Defense/Victimization Frame: Narrative of Business Policy Criminalization 

The second framework clearly emerges in the Suara.com report, which directly shows 

Ira's defense in the plea hearing and support from various public figures (Suara.com, 

2025). In the function of diagnosing the cause, this framework shifts the focus of the issue 

from the intent of corruption to the method of calculating state losses, which is deemed 

inaccurate, emphasizing the view that asset appraisers treated the ships as if they were 

used goods even tho they were still operational as ships. In the handling recommendation 

function, this framework indirectly suggests that the case should be considered a normal 

business risk, rather than a criminal act. Semiotic elements also reinforce this framework: 

Ira's emotional portrayal while reading the plea is used as a connotative sign of 

vulnerability and sincerity, which serves to shape the image of a professional who is a 

victim of the system, rather than a criminal pursuing personal gain. 

3. Political Intervention Frame: "Narrative War" versus Presidential Prerogative 

The third frame emerged after President Prabowo issued a rehabilitation letter on 

November 25, 2025. Tirto.id, Jawa Pos, and Kompas.com continuously quoted criticism 

from ICW, which described the president's action as an executive interference in the 

judicial process that was not yet final. In the function of diagnosing the cause, this frame 

identifies the source of the problem not in Ira's actions, but in the weak legal boundaries 

governing the president's prerogative, which are considered too broad without any 

transparency mechanisms. For the function of moral judgment, this frame shows a 

negative assessment of the precedent of granting rehabilitation to defendants whose 

cases are still ongoing, by comparing it to previous cases of amnesty and abolition as a 

recurring pattern. The term "narrative war" expressed by ICW and referred to by various 
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media has become an important linguistic marker: it places the legal process on par 

with the battle for image in the public sphere, not just as a process of proof in court. 

4. Constitutional Frame and Visual Semiotics of Liberation 

As a counterbalance, Liputan6.com (2025) and Beritasatu.com (2025) emphasize the 

defense from the Palace, which states that rehabilitation is a legitimate exercise of 

presidential constitutional authority according to Article 14 of the 1945 Constitution, 

not a legal intervention (Hukumonline.com, 2025). At the semiotic level, the event of 

Ira's release from the KPK detention center on November 28, 2025, functions as a 

meaningful unit of visual analysis (Hukumonline.com, 2025). From a denotative 

perspective, the image and news story show a woman exiting thru the prison's iron 

gate, with a faint smile, bowing her body, and raising her hand to greet the waiting 

journalists. At the connotative level, the bowing gesture and faint smile are interpreted 

as symbols of humility and relief, not as a form of arrogance from a former state-owned 

enterprise official. At the mythological level, this series of symbols forms a cultural 

narrative about "redemption"—a story about an individual who was once downcast 

but then had their dignity restored, subtly shifting Ira's position from a convicted 

corruptor to a "victim who ultimately received justice." The visual difference between 

the orange jumpsuit worn by Ira during the trial and the simple clothing during her 

release also reinforces the binary opposition of guilty/restored, which is at the core of 

the struggle for meaning in the overall coverage of this case 

Discussion 

Comparative Interpretation of Media Framing  

This study used several articles from six online media outlets from November 20-
28, 2025, to be analyzed using Entamn's four framing elements and Barthes's semiotics. 
Table 4 was compiled to facilitate comparison of each media outlet's framing in reporting 
the Ira Puspadewi corruption case. Therefore, it can be concluded that although all media 
outlets reported the same incident, each media outlet emphasized different facts, 
emphasized different issues, chose different narratives, and used different visuals or 
photos. These differences led to different ways of constructing reality in identifying 
problems, determining who was considered guilty, providing moral judgments, and how 
to resolve the case discussed 

Table 3. Comparative Framing 

Headline Defining the 
problem 

Causes 
Diagnosis 

Making 
Moral 
Judgments 

Treatment 
Recommendatio
n 

Semiotic 
Analysis 

Kompas.com,20 
November 2025. 
Eks Dirut ASDP 
Ira Puspadewi 
divonis 4,5 tahun 
penjara. 

Corruption 
Case 

Caused by 
the 
acquisition 
process of PT 
Jembatan 
Nusantara, 
which 
caused losses 

Ira 
Puspadewi 
was found 
guilty 

The criminal 
sentence given to 
Ira Puspadewi is 
a form of law 
enforcement 

The photo of 
Ira 
Puspadewi in 
the courtroom 
has a 
denotative 
meaning. The 
myth is that 
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to the state. the court is a 
place to seek 
justice and be 
held 
accountable 
for one's 
actions. 

CNN Indonesia, 20 
November 2025. 
Hakim: Eks Dirut 
ASDP Ira 
Puspadewi tak 
menerima 
keuntungan 
finansial. 

This case is 
considered a 
legal case 
with 
differing 
opinions 
among 
judges. 

The 
difference is 
due to 
differences in 
interpretatio
n of the 
elements of 
the crime of 
corruption. 

The 
assessment of 
Ira 
Puspadewi's 
actions 
tended to be 
balanced 
because she 
was deemed 
not to have 
taken 
advantage of 
anyone. 

The possibility of 
examining the 
court's decision 
from a different 
perspective 

The prisoner's 
vest serves as 
a denotative 
symbol of the 
defendant's 
status and 
reinforces the 
myth of the 
perpetrator of 
corruption. 

Tempo.co, 21&28 
November 2025. 
Eks Dirut ASDP 
terbukti 
memperkaya 
orang lain tetapi 
tidak memperkaya 
diri sendiri 

KPK Jabarkan 
Kesalahan Ira 
Puspadewi dalam 
Kasus Korupsi 
ASDP 

Corruption is 
considered 
negligence in 
management 
resulting in 
state losses. 

The cause is 
related to 
business 
decisions 
deemed to 
violate state 
principles. 

Legal 
responsibility 
was 
recognized 
even though 
no personal 
gain was 
obtained. 

Supporting the 
legal process 
using judicial 
mechanisms 

The 
visualization 
strengthens 
the legal 
narrative by 
showing the 
trial process. 

Tempo.co, 21&28 
November 2025. 
Duduk perkara 
ASDP mengakhiri 
rehabilitasi 
Prabowo, kenapa 
KPK bersikukuh 
Ira Puspadewi 
korupsi? 

This case is 
considered 
an act of 
criminalizing 
business 
policies. 

The cause is 
an error in 
calculating 
state losses 
and 
inappropriat
e application 
of the law. 

Ira 
Puspadewi 
was 
considered a 
party harmed 
by the legal 
system. 

Case resolution 
focused on 
restitution and 
protection for 
those who make 
business 
decisions 

Emotional 
expressions 
help shape 
Ira's image as 
a victim. 

JawaPost & 
Tirto.id, 26–27 
November 2025. 
Prabowo beri 
rehabilitasi eks 
Dirut ASDP Ira 
Puspadewi, ICW 
minta 
menghentikan 
intervensi hukum. 

The issue 
shifts from 
the 
corruption 
case to the 
debate about 
the 
President's 
authority. 

The cause is 
linked to the 
use of 
prerogative 
rights that 
are deemed 
too broad. 

Rehabilitatio
n was 
considered a 
bad example 
that 
undermined 
the judicial 
system. 

This forces 
authorities to 
limit government 
intervention in 
legal cases 

The 
courtroom 
photo 
maintains the 
image of the 
defendant, 
even though 
the text 
presents a 
defensive 
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Rehabilitasi eks 
petinggi ASDP: 
Kronologi, 
kontroversi, & 
kritik. 

tone. 

Liputan6.com & 
Hukumonline.co
m, 25–28 
November 2025. 
Ira Puspadewi 
bebas usai 
rehabilitasi, Otto 
Hasibuan: 
Presiden tak mau 
orang tak 
dihukum. 
Resmi Bebas, Ira 
Puspadewi Soroti 
Hukum di 
Indonesia Harus 
Beri Perlindungan 
kepada Anak 
Bangsa 

Kala mantan Dirut 
ASDP Ira 
Puspadewi bebas 
dari Rutan KPK. 

This case is 
considered 
an exercise of 
the 
President's 
constitutiona
l rights. 

The cause is 
the authority 
held by the 
President as 
stipulated in 
Article 14 of 
the 1945 
Constitution. 

Rehabilitatio
n was 
considered a 
way to 
restore a 
person's 
rights. 

Supporting 
presidential 
action, which is 
considered a 
solution in 
accordance with 
the Constitution 

The gestures 
of smiling, 
wearing batik, 
and greeting 
with the hand 
are 
interpreted as 
demonstratin
g the 
restoration of 
dignity and 
the myth of 
redemption. 

Based on the research findings above, it is clear that each media outlet employed a 

strategy of omission, or omitting certain information, thus creating different 

constructions of reality. Kompas.com and Tempo.co emphasized the Rp1.25 trillion state 

loss and the judges' verdict, but did not provide sufficient space for lawyers or discussion 

of business principles. Furthermore, Suara.com focused more on the arguments of Ira 

Puspadewi's supporters and criticized the method of calculating state losses, while only 

slightly detailing the facts of the trial. 

Furthermore, Tirto.id focused more on ICW's criticism of the President's 

rehabilitation efforts, thus eliminating the need for proof of corruption as a primary 

focus. Liputan6.com, on the other hand, downplayed much of the criticism and 

emphasized the President's constitutional legitimacy through the exercise of his 

prerogative. It can be concluded that these differences in omitted information 

demonstrate that news presentation in the media is not solely determined by the 

information presented, but also by the facts deliberately withheld from the public. 

These findings indicate that media reports are not merely objective reflections of 

facts, but also constructions of reality influenced by various components, including 

issue selection, source selection, word choice, and how information is organized in 

the news. Thus, the framing theory articulated by Entman not only explains how 

the media frames events but also elucidates how the emphasis on issues can 

influence the public's perspective on law and justice. 
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The difference in framing is also evident in the hierarchy of sources. Kompas.com, 

CNN Indonesia, and Tempo.co consider judges, KPK prosecutors, and court decisions as 

primary sources of information, making legal legitimacy the primary focus of their news 

coverage. Conversely, Suara.com often gives space to Ira Puspadewi, lawyers, and public 

figures who support the argument that the case was part of a business policy 

Tirto.id pays more attention to Indonesia Corruption Watch (ICW), resulting in a 

narrative that shifts toward criticism of the government. Liputan6, on the other hand, 

gives the most space to Otto Hasibuan and the Palace, making rehabilitation a 

constitutionally compliant action for the President. These differences in source priorities 

demonstrate that the truth of an event is shaped by those who are given the most 

opportunity to recount it. Source Hierarchy Across Media 

The choice of words used by each media outlet indicates the direction of their 

emphasis or perspective. Kompas.com and Tempo.co consistently use terms like 

"convicted," "proven," "state losses," and "corruption." This diction reinforces the 

argument that the case has a valid legal basis. Conversely, Suara.com frequently uses 

terms like "rehabilitation," "criminalization of business policies," and "not enjoying 

personal gain," thus shifting readers' attention from the legal error to the more 

fundamental aspect of justice. Tirto.id uses terms like "intervention," "narrative war," and 

"bad precedent," prompting readers to view the issue as a form of political conflict. 

Liputan6 uses the words "free," "restored," and "prerogative," suggesting that the 

rehabilitation process is seen as a form of restoring someone's rights. These word choices 

demonstrate that language is used not only to convey information but also as a tool for 

constructing meaning. 

Media framing also changes over time. From November 20 to 24, 2025, the main 

news focused on the legal process, evidence of corruption, and the extent of the state's 

losses. However, after the President granted rehabilitation on November 25, 2025, media 

attention shifted to discussions about the President's constitutional authority, the 

legitimacy of the rehabilitation, and the ensuing political controversy. This shift 

demonstrates that the way media convey information is constantly evolving and 

adapting to prevailing political and legal conditions. 

Furthermore, semiotic analysis also found discrepancies between text and image. In 

several articles from Liputan6 and Hukumonline, the news content still stated that Ira 

was a fraudster in a corruption case. However, the photo showed Ira wearing a batik 

shirt, smiling, bending down, and raising her arms to embrace a journalist. Denotatively, 

the photo depicts someone recently released from prison. However, connotatively, the 

image creates an impression of simplicity, serenity, and restored self-esteem. Thus, the 

visuals not only complement the text but also contribute to constructing a different 

narrative, transforming Ira's image from someone punished to someone who has 

achieved moral recovery. This finding suggests that visual images can reinforce the 

meaning of news stories, and in some cases, even change that meaning. 
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Photo 1. Sumber: Hukumonline.com           Photo 2. Sumber:  Liputan6.com 

The Battle of the Word "Free" in News Headlines 

One significant result of this research is how the term "free" is applied in an 

unclear and deliberate manner in news headlines. When the legal-institutional 

framework became the most prominent, the word was almost invisible because 

the news focused more on proving guilt. However, after the rehabilitation was 

carried out, the word "free" often appeared in the headlines of various news outlets 

to describe Ira's physical freedom from the KPK detention center. In fact, 

according to the Ministry of Law, legally, there is a clear difference between 

automatic rehabilitation from an actual acquittal and rehabilitation based on the 

president's prerogative. The confusion over the meaning of the term "free" serves 

as a real example of how media word choices can simplify—even obscure—the 

complexity of someone's legal status in the general public perception. 

Framing as a Representation of the Judicial-Executive Power Conflict 

The conflict between the political intervention framework and the 

constitutional framework essentially reflects a broader structural conflict between 

the judicial and executive powers in Indonesia. In this context, the media not only 

serves as a provider of information but also as a space where both powers compete 

to gain legitimacy in the eyes of the public. When ICW revealed the shift from legal 

disputes to narrative battles, it affirmed that online media now plays a battlefield 

role that is no less important than the courtroom in shaping views on justice. 

Dialog with Previous Studies 

The results of this study differ from previous research, such as the paper 

written by Andriani and Saputra(Andriani & Saputra, 2026), which used social 

semiotics and Entaman framing theory to discuss how meaning is constructed in 

reporting on demands for the death penalty for Indonesian crew members. This 

study employed Theo van Leewun's semiotic theory and used only two media. 

Meanwhile, the paper written by Muhammad and Wahid(Muhammad & Wahid, 

n.d.) used Gamon-Modiigliani framing to analyze magazine covers without 

analyzing the text. The paper written by Perdana and Zamzamy(Yuka Perdana & 

Zamzamy, 2025) used Entaman framing alone without using semiotics. 

Meanwhile, the findings in this study reinforce previous research on media 

framing related to corruption in Indonesia, which shows that the media tends to 
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be divided based on its proximity to power. On the other hand, this research also expands 

the discussion by revealing how visual semiotic elements—especially release photos—

work together with text framing to strengthen meaning formation. While previous 

semiotic studies in legal cases generally focused on the analysis of prisoner clothing 

symbols as signs of guilt, this study shows that the visual differences between the "before" 

and "after" states of rehabilitation become a more effective narrative tool in changing 

public perception of a convict. This research not only relies on Entman's framing theory 

but also applies Barthes' semiotic theory, thereby providing a deeper explanation of the 

relationship between news narratives and the formation of meaning thru visual symbols. 

Theoretical and Practical Implications 

 Theoretically, this study shows that framing and semiotics are not two separate 

methods, but rather two interconnected layers of analysis in unraveling how the media 

constructs reality from complex legal cases. Practically, the results of this study warn 

media readers to be more skeptical in understanding headlines and news images 

regarding legal cases, considering that seemingly simple word and visual choices can 

hold significant ideological meanings in shaping public opinion about justice. 

 

Conclusion 

This research shows how online media covered and revealed the corruption case 

of Ira Puspadewi by applying Entman's framing theory and Barthes' semiotic theory. In 

this study, it is revealed that the media not only convey relevant legal facts but also depict 

disputes in political communication between various political parties with differing 

interests. According to Entman's framing theory, the media tend to highlight certain 

aspects of a reality, which can lead to different interpretations of the same event. This 

study analyzes six online media outlets, namely Kompas.com, CNN Indonesia, 

Tempo.co, Tirto.id, Suara.com, and Liputan6.com, to observe how these media frame this 

corruption event and how the visual and linguistic signs found in the headlines, texts, 

and news photos construct meanings that often contradict each other. 

The results of this study show that online media reports on the corruption case of 

Ira Puspadewi at PT ASDP were framed thru four conflicting frames—legal-institutional, 

defense/victimization, political intervention, and constitutional—each emphasizing 

different definitions of the problem, diagnosis of the cause, moral assessment, and 

solution recommendations. In the legal-institutional frame, the media seeks to strengthen 

the legitimacy of law enforcement. Furthermore, in the victimization frame, the media 

creates a narrative that supports the defendant, while in the political intervention frame, 

the media criticizes the relationship between the government and the judiciary. Finally, 

within the constitutional frame, the media provide legal arguments and symbolic 

representations for the president's actions. Thus, these differences become factors that 

give each media outlet distinct characteristics from one another. 

At the semiotic level, the image of Ira's release from the KPK detention center 

serves as the main visual symbol that creates a myth of redemption, gently presenting 
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her image from a convicted corruptor to an individual regaining her dignity. The 

combination of framing and semiotics in this study emphasizes that online media is not 

merely a passive mirror of the legal process, but rather an active space where 

various parties—law enforcement, defendants, monitoring institutions, and 

executive power—compete to interpret the meaning of justice in front of the 

public.  

The results show that the six online media sources did not create one main 

story about the Ira Puspadewi corruption case. Instead, they created four different 

views—legal-institutional, defense/victimization, political intervention, and 

constitutional—that highlighted various parts of the same legal event. The 

semiotic analysis also shows that the images used go along with the text to create 

different symbols and meanings about how the defendant moves from being 

convicted to being rehabilitated. These results show that differences in how 

headlines were written, which sources were used, the language chosen, and how 

visuals were presented helped create different ways the same legal case was 

covered by various media outlets. This conclusion is based only on looking at 

media texts and pictures and doesn't include anything about how people 

understand them or what effects the media might have. 

 With that explanation, it can be concluded that this research differs from 

previous studies. Previous studies were more focused on how the media frames 

or interprets a legal event, as well as how the media creates narratives that impact 

public perception. On the other hand, this research combines Entman's framing 

theory with Barthes' semiotic theory, allowing the study to reveal the relationship 

between news texts and the visual meanings contained in the reports. By 

integrating these two theories, penelitian ini menggabungkan dua teori untuk 

menunjukkan bagaimana media daring menciptakan berbagai cara untuk 

menampilkan keadilan dalam laporan tentang korupsi, dengan menggunakan 

cara pemilihan kata dan simbol dalam gambar. 

Theoritical and Practical Implication 

In its theoretical contribution, this study adds insight into media and 

communication research by demonstrating that Entman's framing theory and 

Barthes's semiotics work together to explain how meaning is created in news 

coverage of corruption. Framing analysis shows how the media explain problems, 

identify who is to blame, make value judgments, and suggest ways to improve the 

situation. Semiotic analysis examines how images and symbols support, modify, 

or challenge these ideas using what they directly show, what they suggest, and the 

larger beliefs they represent. This study combines framing and semiotics in a 

single case, building on previous research that typically views them separately. 

This study offers a broader approach to understanding how legal and political 

news is discussed. 
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In terms of practical implications, this study provides useful information for 

journalists, media professionals, and researchers. For journalists, this study demonstrates 

the importance of carefully selecting titles, sources, and visuals, as these choices can lead 

to different ways of presenting the same legal event. For researchers, the simultaneous 

use of framing and semiotic analysis provides a tool that can be used to examine legal, 

political, or other corruption topics across different media types. However, these points 

only apply to how media is created and how texts are presented, and do not prove what 

people think or how much they trust others, which requires separate research that 

examines what audiences actually do and say. 

Limitations and Future Research 

This research has limitations because it only examines news texts and images over 

a nine-day period, thus not covering the post-rehabilitation discourse developments over 

a longer time, including the ongoing legal processes involving other parties. In addition, 

this research is textual in nature, so it cannot empirically assess how the audience actually 

understands these frames. For future research, it is recommended that these results be 

complemented with public reception studies, either thru surveys or in-depth interviews, 

to determine which frames most influence public perceptions of justice in BUMN 

corruption cases in Indonesia. 

This study only examined news text and visual images, so it did not explore how 

people understand these different perspectives. Future research should include ways to 

understand how people react to media, such as surveys, focus groups, or in-depth 

interviews, to see how different ways of presenting information are perceived by readers 

and whether this influences people's views on legal justice. 
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